




I tell you the truth, when you refused to help the least of these my brothers and sisters, 
you were refusing to help me
Gospel of Matthew (25:45) [1]
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 – A refugee is a person who as a result of events owing to well-founded fear of being 
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality and is unable or, 
owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country; or who, 
not having a nationality and being outside the country of his former habitual residence 





 – Internally displaced persons (IDP) are people or groups of people who have been forced 
to leave their homes or places of habitual residence, in particular as a result of or in 
order to avoid the effects of armed conflict, situations of generalized violence, violations 
of human rights, or natural or man-made disasters, and who have not crossed an 
international border. For the purposes of UNHCR’s statistics, this population includes 
only conflict-generated IDPs to whom the Office extends protection and/or assistance. 
The IDP population also includes people in an IDP-like situation. [2]
 – Asylum seekers (with ‘pending cases’) are individuals who have sought international 
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§  5.2.2 Victims of natural disasters
In addition to the most significant refugee crisis since the end of World War II, there are 
millions of people who have fallen victim to natural disasters. 
As the authors of the World Disaster Report 2016 stated, the best actions are people-
























































































‘Homelessness is a situation regarding people or families, who at a certain point of time 
do not have and cannot provide themselves with a shelter they might consider their 
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Note: ‘Short stay’ is defined as ‘normally less than one year’; ‘long stay’ is defined as ‘more than one year’.
This definition is compatible with Census definitions as recommended by the UNECE/EUROSTAT report (2006)
TABLE 5.1  ETHOS typology of homelessness
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 – Planned/managed camp
 – Self-settled camp
 – Collective centre
 – Reception transit camps











NO. OF REFUGEES DISTRIBUTION (%) % URBAN % WOMEN % CHILDREN
2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016 2014 2015 2016
Planned/ 
managed camps
3,512,500 3,390,900 4,011,000 29.3 25.4 28.6 7.0 1.4 3.3 50.5 51.4 51.4 55.7 57.6 58.6
Self-settled 
camps
487,500 518,600 525,200 4.1 3.9 3.7 0.4 7.6 7.2 52.9 53.3 52.4 56.3 57.1 56.5




7,578,400 8,99,200 8,877,100 63.2 67.0 63.3 87.3 87.8 87.8 47.9 47.5 48.3 47.0 48.2 49.2
Reception/  
transit camp
111,700 197,600 8,877,100 0.9 1.5 2.0 15.1 10.7 9.6 51.5 51.3 62.5 51.0 54.3 35.7
Sub-total 11,992,100 13,358,200 14,015,200 100 100 100
Unknown 3,393,200 2,763,200 3,172,200
Grand total 14,385,300 16,121,400 17,187,500
TABLE 5.2  Accommodation of refugees 2014-2016
In general, accommodation in emergency situations comes in the following forms:
 – Dispersed settlements or host families
 – Mass shelters



































































 – Size of the site – the recommended minimum area of the camp is 45m2 per person. 
























































MODULE CONSISTING OF APPROX. NUMBER OF PERSONS
1 family  1 family 4 -10 persons
1 community 16 families 80- 100 persons
1 block 16 communities 1,250 persons
1 sector 4 blocks 5,000 persons
1 site (camp module) 4 sectors 20,000 persons
TABLE 5.3  Modules of the camp
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1 WATER TAP PER 1 COMMUNITY  
(80-100 PERSONS)
1 latrine Per 1 family (4-10 persons)
1 health centre Per 1 site (20,000 persons)
1 referral hospital Per 10 sites (200,000 persons)
1 school Per 1 sector (5,000 persons)
4 distribution points Per 1 site (20,000 persons)
1 market Per 1 site (20,000 persons )
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FIGURE 5.8  Types of emergency camps


































































































of the world’s leading authorities on humanitarian aid, says: In the Middle East, we 
were building camps: storage facilities for people. But the refugees were building a city. 
These are the cities of tomorrow. The average stay today in a camp is 17 years. That's a 






Basically, the bare camps are not performing as emergency camps anymore, but more as 
cities. When time passes by – for instance, one to two years – people try to pick up their 
lives again and try to survive the poor conditions with the use of their occupation. Let’s 
say, one of the refugees was in “his previous life” a barber in the city centre of Singal, 
after his settlement in the camp he becomes conscious of his stay. He will not return in 
the coming weeks, but probably after six months, a year or two. Therefore the formal 
barber would like to establish a barbershop in the camp to enhance the conditions for 
his family. However, the camp has not been designed to embrace such an idea and if the 
camp has attempted to define a main street with little shops, this particular individual 
does not live in that area. Nevertheless, he erects the shop next to his shelter. With 
more people in the same circumstance, the shops and services are shattered within the 


































































































WATER POINTS (toilets, showers, cooking)
HOUSING
-
tail, camp management) 



























 – Emergency shelter – a place where survivors stay for a short period of time during the 
height of an emergency. This can be in a friend or relative’s house, public shelter or 
public place.
 – Temporary shelter – used for a stay that is expected to be short, ideally no more than a 
few weeks. The shelter may be a tent or a mass shelter shared by many people.































 – Emergency shelter – a short-term shelter that provides life-saving support, the most 
basic shelter that can be provided immediately after a disaster. 
 – Temporary shelter – a post-disaster household shelter designed as a rapid shelter 
solution. The lifetime of the shelter may be limited due to the fact that rapid and low-
cost construction must be prioritised.





















































































 – Minimum area of 3.5m2 per person in warm, tropical climates. This area does not 
include cooking spaces, which can be organised outside.



























































put it, giving love means that a man who attains this level will feel kindled, as never 





























































FIGURE 5.17  Paper Partition System no. 3  FIGURE 5.18  Paper Partition System no. 4
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tubes, Sri Lanka, 2008
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FIGURE 5.24  Paper Log House, Turkey, 2000 FIGURE 5.25  Paper Log House, India, 2001
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FIGURE 5.28  Training House – section
§  5.6.7 House for victims of earthquakes in the Pacific Ring 
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